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In the times of numbnessof nations there
appear moments that, like rays from heaven,
illuminate the mindsof peoplein the wakingof self
consciousnessand lead them on the path of
progress,in the developmentof the national sense
Aneventof this nature,one of the most memorable,
appeared in the history of Wallachia the
establishmentof the schoolof the great mentor and
the enthusiastigatriot Gheorghd | | wkdNdpened
to the country the book of science and the
appreciationof their languageand nationality.

Gheorghe[ I Twad\abrn on 5 June1779in Transylvaniain the
villageof Avrig at the foot of the C N 3 NVidd&ntdins,on the Olt Valley
Hisparents,Gheorgheand Maria, RomanlarOrthodox hadthe modest
condition of the peasantswho had their little free property, aswell as
the saxongn the commune
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Of the Iinhabitantsit is said that a small part was
made up of saxons and a large part of the
Wallachians whose main occupation was carrying
the goods of merchants from_Hungary, Slovenia,
Banatand Wallachia The [ | | f&ry, whose real
namewas|[ N1 N N&dsik &ildren Onea(loan),
Sillia (Vasilg, Luca, Zenovia Ana and Gheorghe
Eustal ),\tluiszyoungestof them.

The first teachingshe receivedin his native village, having as
teacherthe writer loan Barac The smallest,Gheorghe being smarter
and more inclinedto learn,wassentto schoolin Sibiuwhere he learnt
Latin Here,distinguishinghimselfamonghis colleagueshe attendsthe
coursesof the Academyin Cluj in fact an annexof the RomanCatholic
high school,havingcolleaguessomeother RomaniansThehigh school
had coursesof grammar,rhetoric, philosophyand an academiccourse,
with two yearsof study.
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Between 17991801, he graduated from
grammarin Cluj and in Sibiuthe rhetoric course,
after which he returned to Clujfor the coursesof
philosophyandlaw.

Between 18021804, Gheorghe[ | | fdlldwed
the first and second years of philosophy,
representinghis most productiveyears,where he is
amongthe top studentsin learning,with very good
grades in logic, history, geography, architecture,
. chemistry and mineralogy, disciplineswhich were
" studied at this stage of education In terms of law
~ coursesin Cluy he followed natural law, public,
nationalandinternational

Studyingin Cluj, he wanted superiorteachings,which he had to
follow in Vienna Thefamily did not havethe opportunity to supportit,
sohe neededa scholarship
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Upon request, the Orthodox Bishopric of Sibiu
awardedhim a scholarshipgirom the contribution of
the faithful peasantsand citizensin 1806 Although
the scholarship was granted for the study of
theology, Gheorghe [ | | Foduked mainly on
scientific studies In the recommendation,in the
Report of the TransylvanianChancellery, it was
emphasizedthat the peasantson from Avrig was
endowed with the "best talent and morality", in
studiesobtaining"the first classwith distinction”.

From 1806 to 1809 Gheorghe[ | | chnvaleted his coursesin
Vienna,studyinglaw andtheology But he soughtthe world of cultural,
political, philosophical and scientific ideas of the time, studylng
philosophy,history, and espeC|aIIyphysmmathematlcaISC|encesbeln
convincedthat by their appropriation he could be grateful to the
romanianpeople
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In Vienna,between18081811, he dealtwith
the study, translation and elaboration of some
works in romanian At that time, Vienna was
occupied by French troops. Because of the
enrolmentsmadein the army, Gheorghe[ | TwislsNJ
recruited among Austrian topographers This
positiontakeshim awayfrom his studies,but gives
him the opportunity to make a fruitful practicein
applyingmathematicalscienceto variousfield and
office operations With his intelligence and
diligence, he attracted the attention and
satisfactionof the leaders After the end of the

campaign, freeing himself from the civil
engineeringserviceand from the technicalworks
he wascommissionedo, he resumedhis studiesat
the Facultyof Theologyto completehis studieshe
neededfor the ecclesiasticatareer At the end of
this course,Gheorghd | lobtaldsthe diplomaof
laureatein theology
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After three yearsin Vienna, Gheorghe[ I | |
goesto Carlowitzto complete his Orthodox dogmatic
and liturgical studiesin order to be ordained But, not
endinghistheologicalstudies,he remainedlayman

After 1811, Gheorghe[ | |stdriédl his activity
In Sibiu,beingappointed professorat SibiuSeminar,a
post from which he was removed, being suspectedof
revolutionarypatriotic ideas

Because of the difficulties encountered,
Gheorghe[ I |léddWesfor . NJ thZD@&cemberl811
without the bishop'spermission

Gheorghe[ | | NéaHda not matchthose of
the societyfrom Sibiu His activity was supervisedby
political agents, being considered "disobedient,
restlessunreasonable’”
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All this led to his dismissal being demanded on
Septemberl5, 1815 becausehe was consideredno
longer qualified as a professorat / S NJ/. Nttér the
conditionsof the Habsburgule, unableto realizewhat
he thought, a school that would contribute to the
revivalof the nationalconsciencef the Romanianshe
directedhishopesoverthe Carpathiansn Bucharest

Accustomedo travel,hegoesto. NJ WRe@>
he wasalsoin 1811, asa translator of RomanianThis
time, he entersasa teacherfor the childrenof Grigore
DK A Qibted &vho in 1822 will ascendto the ruler's
. seatin Wallachia With this family, in 1816 he crosses

the border, dressedpoorly and with few books and
. laundry In a while, while staying at a host, he was
knownasthe[ | Fthe Bidgineerevenbefore 1818
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Onthe arrival of Gheorghe[ | |iM\BNgharest,
the GreekAcademyfrom St Savawasknown from the

previouscentury Organizedas an academysincel707
by Constantin Brancoveanu,it was given a new

structure by the charter of Alexandrulpsilantiin 1776

framed with well-known teachers,havingalso a local
library. In 1816 along with arts, sciencesJanguages,
| history and geography,a new course of law was
- Introduced It was also decidedthe reorganizationof

~ the site from Schitua N 3 dzN.Bn Bfictarest,slavic

- romanianschoolswere also well-known, from Sfantul
- GheorgheVechiand/ 2 t ivighIschoolsalsoin other

| localities in the country, so also preoccupationsfor

learning Wallachia lacked a superior school in the

| nationallanguage
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Gheorghe [ | | Wrered into relations with
outstanding people of the capital, who were responsible
for the organization of schoolsin the country In the
discussionsvith them, he outlined the planto organizea
school on a new foundation, a national school, an
educationbasedon a new structure,a new orientation.

On March 6, 1818 the administrators of the
schools, I\/Ietropolltan Nectarie,GrigoreGhica,Constantin
Nt N Odsentaddio the ruler loan GheorgheCaragea
an anaphor, requesting the establishment of this
Romanianschool,framed with "skilled teachers",to teach
the young people in romanian, the most suitable being
b[ | ItieNangineer who has recently come from
Transylvania"Thedocument,drawn up by the noblemans,
was approved and reinforced by the royal resolution of
March 24, 1818 this being the official date for the
establishmentof Gheor ghel | | BcNdblaf engineering
surveying, with teachlng In the national language, in
Wallachia
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It should be emphasizedthat in this period it was
Increasingly necessary to make measurements in the
domains of the noblemans,to prepare the surveyingsby
specialistavith engineeringraining,whichBucharestandthe
country needed so much Therewas a need for a superior
schoolto train suchspecialists In Moldavia,in L | sughXa
schoolwasfoundedat the RoyalAcademyon Novemberl5,
1813 through the efforts of moldavian scholar Gheorghe
Asachisupportedby Metropolitan VeniaminCostache

Skilled in land measurements,topographical plans,
surveyings,Gheorghe[ | T hBisth#en askedfor such works
sincehis arrivalin the capital Thenoblemansthe parentsof
the children, askedthe teacherto do practicalwork on the
field. Comlngto Bucharest,Gheorghe[ | |dM N3t limit his
activity to teaching only the lessons,but he talked with
prominent people, presented them with his plans, and he
was pushingto implement them. He had to convincethe
administratorsof the schoolsof the necessityof settingup a
romanian superior education school, of the possibility of
teaching superior sciencesin romanian_ Practically, the
beginningsof this schoolof Gheorghe[ | T it fd@hdations,
were madesincel816
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_ It shouldbe noted that before the arrival of Gheorghe
[ I linNBdidharestthere wasa romanianlanguagesducation
In the romaniancountries Thecorrespondencéetweenthe
voivodes and the noblemans of Wallachia with the
~ Patriarchate of Constantinople,the commercial privileges
grantedto the noblemanghroughcharters,etc., requiredthe
- existenceof documentwriters, teachers expertsin Romanian
language Therewasa Greekeducationsystemin the capital,
followed by the noblemanschildren and the officials of the
clerical churches In parallel, there were schoolslike / 2 f O
and SfantulGheorgheVechi,attended by many students of
all s?rts, iIncluding Transylvaniaryouth, the educationbeing
costfree.

The schoolof Gheorghe] I | mié&ht somethingelse,
representinga new and important stagein the development
of education, being the first high school of surveying
engineers,where all the teachingswere taught in romanian
Thestrugglefor the formation and developmentof a national
culture is becomingstronger, the cultural ties between the
three Romaniancountries are growing, together with the
economicrelationsandthe trade of goods
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In the 1818 public notice, Gheorghe] | 1

underlineshis strivingfor the establishmentof a
superior educationform. "With shamecomesa
nation that is so old, so famous, glorified and
gifted with all the roots of the earth ... with a
word of royal origins, but with no schoolthat is
more laborious,a scienceacademyin its mother
language:’' At the samesuperioreducationform
he reffered alsoin the "Callfor the Submissiorof
a MathematicsCourse'from 1822

Theschoolof Gheorghq | Ipiesdhtsthe
curriculum of a complete education, with all
stages,includingthe superior one._Speakingof
his school,of the "momentof [ | | N Mistbe
underlinedthat startingwith him, there will be a

superioreducationin romanian,with him being

the founder of this form of schoolin Wallachia

)
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School administrators, concerned about the
establishmentof a superior school in romanian, sent
some young people to study abroad to learn
"philosophicalcrafts”, so that later to be enrolled as
schoolteachersin Bucharest

The structure of educationin Gheorghe|
schoolwasasfollows:

- the grammar course lasted three years and
teached reading, writing, arithmetic, geometry and
religionin three classes

- rhetoric, also calledhumanitarian,with a duration
of two years(poeticsandrhetoric),

- the two-yearphilosophicakourseof logic,algebra,
physicsarchitecture,history,chemistryand mineralogy

- two-year academiccourse, with law, philosophy,
medicine,architecture,etc.
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Dependingon the possibilities,on the teachers
he could use,on the neccessityof that time, Gheorghe
[ | | eNibbratesa complete plan, for all stages,from
elementaryclassesto superioreducation

It should be noted that the plan elaborated by
Gheorghe[ I 1 dRfedd from that of GheorgheAsachi,
pplled at the RoyalAcademyin L | dih November15,
- 1813 He opens in the capital of Moldavia, L | a A
romanian land surveying engineering course in the
Greek school, while Gheorghe [ | | Nmiydnizes
separately a romanian school with all levels of
education By doing so, he had imposed upon the
romanianpeopleandthe possibilitiesthen, sucha plan,
verified in the schoolsof the AustroHungarianEmpire,
at the beginningof the nineteenth century It shouldbe
taken into consideration that the curriculum had a
secularorientation.
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- An important placeis occupiedby the study of

mathematics in the superior education stages
arithmetic "with all its parts", theoretical geometry,
trigonometry, algebra, archltecture geodesyor field
engineering, etc., all other objects outside of
geographyare related to the study theoretical and
practicalaspectsof mathematics

Gheorghg | IhashNihwn up the first manuals

- hecessaryfor the Romanian superior education,
1 " highly appreciatedin the yearsto come Forthe last
. | stageof education,Gheorghd | TaNdpdovidedthe
.| studyof philosophyand law, disciplineghat proveto
2 be necessaryor the modernstate.
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Among the students who enrolled in the school opened by
Gheorghd | TtieNEere manypeoplecomingfrom the Greekschool
It shouldbe noted that the GreekAcademycontinuedto operate after
1818, until 1821 Accordingto lon Ghica,when Gheorghe[ | Tafiwd
in Bucharestthe studentsfrom Udricani/ 2 f &tS3hedbrgheVechiand

0 : from all the churchesemptied those schoolsand left for St Savawith

PetrachePoenaru,Eufrosin Poteca, Simion Marcoviciand many other
youngpeoplefrom the Greekschool

At Gheorghe[ | T NdtdbBthere were over twenty school
children who regularly attended Among them were: loan Heliade
w N R dzf FetaChéPbenaru,lon Pandele ChristianTell, future general,
CostachaVioroiu, Anton Pann,ScarlatRosettiand others. Tothesewere
added six moldavianyoungscholarswho have been sent by moldavian
Metropolitan VeniaminCostacheo "the famousParnassusf musesof
the cultivated Gheorghe[ | T &ftétlthe abolition of the lasi Schoolof
surveying The original documentsfrom the end of the 18th century
prove the presenceof the Transylvaniaryouthsat the / 2 f sci&oblin
BucharestTherehasbeenatradition in this regard Someof them have
also been taught at St SavaSchool,as well as in other Bucharest
schoolssuchasSt GheorgheVechi,Antim etc.
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Besidesnother tongue,Gheorghd I Tkieltdeverallanguages
Latin,FrenchGermanandHungarian

Gheorghe[ I T Ndidblkaught young people from the three
Romaniancountries The lectures of the Transylvaniarand Wallachian
teachers,the discussiondetween them about the common origin, the
historical events, the language,customs, etc., will contribute to the
developmentof the nationalconsciousness

The schoolof Gheorghe[ | Tatdxeksedyoung people from all
sociallevels Amonghis studentswere sonsof noblemans,but most of
them were the onesfrom the other slumsschools,most of whom were
sonsof furriersandtailors,comingfrom low-incomefamilies

The administratorsof the schools,in the desireto have trained
teachersfor the St SavaSchooldecidedto sendabroadthe first scholars
who had distinguishedthemselvesin their studies EufrosinPoteca,lon
Pandele CostachéMoroiu, SimionMarcoviciand PetrachePoenaru They
| studiedabroadbetween18191820,
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The establishmentof the school St GheorgheVechi was
discussedin 1817, having three teachers One of them teached
studentsnotions of superiormathematics Gheorghe[ | Taskétas
a help, pope Paulto be a teacherfor the beginnerclassesHe is
consideredthe first teacher assistant Then, from 1818 Eufrosin
Poteca, Petrache Poenaru, LadislauErdeli, loan Heliadew N R dzf S
and GrigoreRamniceanucame

Through his conception, through the ideas behind the
organization of his school, Gheorghe [ | T \WallJclose to the
revolutionary movement led by Tudor Vladimirescu General
ChristianTell, a former student of [ | T Wdt&Eto George. | NJ T
stressingthat "He 6 [ | il Mdorknew eachother very well, and
he was often called up to the Cotrocenimonastery' Further, Tell
wrote that Gheorghe[ I Tta\ighl Tudor'speople "how to makethe
carriagesand how to cannonade' loan Heliade w N R dzf &sa O
mentionedthat he accompaniedGheorghe] | TtdNG@ddroceni,slept
for severalnights here and that the fortification of the Cotroceni
campattractedthe persecutionthat cameoverhim.
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The Greek Academyclosedits gatesin March 1821, with the
outbreak of Tudor Vladimirescu'srevolutionary movement It must be
stressedthat the two academies,romanian and greek, operated in
parallelfrom 1818 until 1821 ThehistorianV. A. Urechiastated that, at
the outbreak of Tudor'srevolutionary movement, all the teachersand
studentsleft [ | T BcNddland lined up, becomingactive supportersof
the movement

Gheorghe [ I T dlshJXaced difficulties regarding the school
locationbecausethe roomsin St Savawere occupiedby tenants,greeks,
serbs, albanians The school administratorshad no funds to print the
textbooks

Appreciating the educational value of the reading books,
Gheorghe[ | Tpleadidfor the importance of the schoollibrary. Thus,
the library of St Savawasshortly the largestin the country. He alsopaid
great importance to school textbooks in the mother tongue, without
which no thorough education can be done. Evenduring his studiesin
Vienna, he elaborated books The activity continues in Bucharest,
developing mathematics and philosophy courses Preserved
Mathematical Arithmetic, Right Trigonometry,Geometry He introduced
Kant'sphilosophycourse,as well aslogic and metaphysicshy the same
author.
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Mathematical arithmetics includes the inscription "Made up
firstly in romanianby Gheorghd I Tfdt Ni& benefit of its schoolpupils
from St Savaschool,Bucharest, 1821, February26, [ I 1" Ndddemician
Dimitrie Pompeiustressedthat "it is a scientificbook", including"both
rationaland practicalmath problems",that "it distinguishestself by great
clarity" and can contribute especially to the establishment of
mathematical terminology The other work, The Right Trigonometry,
written in 1821, wastranscribedby TraianLalescuwho alsopublishedit.

In his conclusions,Traian Lalescu, editor of Trigonometry by
Gheorghd | 1 shtddthat, independentlyof the period in which it was
written, the work is good, having "a historical place of honor" in our
scientific literature, and the language "unshaken", a ¢ A naie but
interestingl R I LJ{( I if dpkegsanfréadingtoday, at the level of the
patheticchronicsof the eighteenthcentury.

Gheorghe[ I Tbeldlgsto the scientific education, as Traian
Lalescuconcludes,being the first romanianengineerin Muntenia, "the
first greatteacherof romanianideal”, asNicolaelorgacalledhim, andthe
first author of textbooksfor the mathematicsdiscipline
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In organizingthe school,the Transylvaniarscholarwas
guided by an important principle the connection with
practice Throughhis lessons,Gheorghe[ | 1| résphhdedto
the demandsthat were being made at that time, to prepare
engineersfor surveyings The principlesapplied by Gheorghe
[ I TwerBldruitful. With his students,in 1821, he had drawn
up the plan of the Fantaneledomain in lifov County At St
Sava school, Gheorghe[ I T fdfMéd romanian engineers,
amongthem being Grigoret £ S 6 2VadilgUdzscu etc. It
was a good start for superior technical education in the
national language Unfortunately, it did not have continuity.

: | The school of Gheorghe[ | T eNded his activity in March

1821, after Tudor Vladimirescuarrived with the army on the

outskirts of Bucharestand settled in Cotroceni Monastery

From the ideas of these movements, stated later Nicolae
. Nt Q Safddder student of [ | | WoNB progressively
developthe ideasof the Revolutionof 1848
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In largepart, the ideasof Gheorghe] | Tafé thé sameas
thoseof the Transylvaniartschoolwhich developeda new type of
culture for romanians explaining the noble origins of the
romanian people and language lon Ghicapointed out that the
Avrigteacherwas"from the Schoolof Petre Maior and Gheorghe

A y' @nd fkom them we have"the most demandingresearches
on the history of the nation". The pupils of [ I | rét&ledthe
ideas of the TransylvanianSchoolas a precious good, as an
inheritancefrom their teacherand from the teachersof the Blaj
school

Alongsideschooland classroomlearning,Gheorghe[ | 1 N
also thought about the outside activity, sought his disciplesto
cherishthe theater, to developit asan educationaltribune. loan
Heliadew N R dzf répa@rt€ddhe efforts madeby Gheorghe[ | 1
together with lancu + N O N NJAotydrizing a theater in

2«

“ romanian Thus, they encouragedProfessorLudovic Erdeli to

translate in romanian the play "Penurious”,by Moliére, which
was presentedin romanianon stagefor the first time. Theactors
were the studentsof Gheorghd I | N NJ
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Theheavystrugglethat had goneon in theseyearshad
begun to weaken the forces of St { | @ préigssor, who
painfullywitnessedthe destructionof hislabor Hishealthwas
shattered Hisonly satisfactionwasthe appointmentin 1822
by the Ottoman Gate of loan Grigore Ghica as ruler, this
changecorrespondingo the aspirationsof Gheorghd I T N N.

In the spring of 1823 Gheorghe[ I | alttdidigh still
young,weakenedby power, lived in a cell at St SavaThenhe
movedto his cousin,who lived on the outskirtsof the city. As
the illnessworsened,Gheorghd | Twhbtdlo the Avrigfamily
to take him home By June 1823 the bigger brother Onea
came,andin a wagon,he led him to Avrig In the cart he was
carryingthree hundredbooks,a violin, and sometopographic
Instruments At hisdeparture he wasled by his students loan
Heliadew N R dzf Dadielrdmescuand ChristianTell
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After less than three months of suffering,
Gheorghe[ | TdMdNih his father's house at Avrig on
Septemberl?, 1823 three monthsafter he was44 years
old. He was buried near the LJ- NJX loisé @ the
courtyard of the Avrig Orthodox Church In 1865 a
former student, Carol Rosett] raised him a marble
monument The epitaph on the tombstone would have
been written by Gheorghe[ | 1 Héfdie he died. To
commemoratethe memory of Gheorghe[ I | itN Mdy
1886 in Bucharesthis statuewasinaugurated Fromthe
family attended an old nephew and some great
grandchildren The statue, the work of the sculptorloan
Georgescuwaserectedon the site of St Sava'shurch



